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Good Friday Worship 
P - Pastor   C - Congregation 

  
Quiet prayer and reflection as we prepare for tonight’s worship. 
  
The piece of paper given along with the bulletin is blank on purpose. At any 

point in the service, if you are moved to do so, you may write down some 
burden of sin or shame or grief. As you leave, there will be a cross with a 
wooden dowel on it. You may hang that paper and burden on that cross. 

Pastor will remove and destroy all of the papers without looking at them. It 
is simply a matter between you and your Savior. 

  
*P We gather this evening in the name of the Father, + and of the Son, and of the 

Holy Spirit. 
*C Amen. 
  
*HYMN:       “In the Cross of Christ I Glory”  

(LBW 104) 
  



 
*P Let us pray:  Heavenly Father, grant mercy to your family for whom our Lord was 

willing to be betrayed and to be given over to the hands of sinners and to suffer 
death on the cross. We also pray this night for all who do not know Christ or 
believe in him. May Jesus, lifted up, draw all people to himself. Pour out the Holy 
Spirit upon the whole world that we may gather at the foot of the cross until that 
day when we gather before the Heavenly throne. Finally, deepen our 
understanding of the prayer that Jesus taught us: 

 
*C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

 thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 

temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and 

ever. Amen. 
  
A A reading from Isaiah 53:1-6 
  
Who has believed what he has heard from us? And to whom has the arm of 
the LORD been revealed? 2For he grew up before him like a young plant, and like a root 
out of dry ground; he had no form or majesty that we should look at him, and no beauty 
that we should desire him. 3He was despised and rejected by men, a man of sorrows and 
acquainted with grief; and as one from whom men hide their faces he was despised, 
and we esteemed him not. 4Surely he has borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; yet 
we esteemed him stricken, smitten by God, and afflicted. 5But he was pierced for our 
transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities; upon him was the chastisement that 
brought us peace, and with his wounds we are healed. 6All we like sheep have gone 
astray; we have turned—every one—to his own way; and the LORD has laid on him the 
iniquity of us all. 
  
A The Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
  
MESSAGE: Pastor Hanson —  
 

We pick up the Sacred Story where we left off last night, in the Garden of 
Gethsemane, where Jesus prayed. The Passion of our Lord, Jesus Christ, 

according to St. Matthew. 
  
  



THE FIRST READING: Matthew 26:42-46 
  

42Again, for the second time, he went away and prayed, "My Father, if this cannot pass 
unless I drink it, your will be done." 43 And again he came and found them sleeping, 
for their eyes were heavy. 44 So, leaving them again, he went away and prayed for the 
third time, saying the same words again. 45 Then he came to the disciples and said to 
them, "Sleep and take your rest later on. See, the hour is at hand, and the Son of Man is 
betrayed into the hands of sinners. 46 Rise, let us be going; see, my betrayer is at hand." 
  
The first candle is extinguished. 
  
HYMN:   “Go to Dark Gethsemane” vs. 1-2 (LBW 109) 

1 Go to dark Gethsemane, 
 all who feel the tempter's pow'r; 

 your Redeemer's conflict see. 
 Watch with him one bitter hour; 

 turn not from his griefs away; 
 learn from Jesus Christ to pray. 

  

2 Follow to the judgment hall, 
 view the Lord of life arraigned; 
 oh, the wormwood and the gall! 

 Oh, the pangs his soul sustained! 
 Shun not suff'ring, shame, or loss; 
 learn from him to bear the cross. 

  
THE SECOND READING:  Matthew 26:47-56 
  

47 While he was still speaking, Judas came, one of the twelve, and with him a great crowd 
with swords and clubs, from the chief priests and the elders of the people. 48 Now the 
betrayer had given them a sign, saying, "The one I will kiss is the man; seize him." 
49 And he came up to Jesus at once and said, "Greetings, Rabbi!" And he kissed him. 
50 Jesus said to him, "Friend, do what you came to do." Then they came up and laid 
hands on Jesus and seized him. 51 And behold, one of those who were with Jesus 
stretched out his hand and drew his sword and struck the servant of the high priest and 
cut off his ear. 52 Then Jesus said to him, "Put your sword back into its place. For all who 
take the sword will perish by the sword. 53 Do you think that I cannot appeal to my 
Father, and he will at once send me more than twelve legions of angels? 54 But how then 
should the Scriptures be fulfilled, that it must be so?" 55 At that hour Jesus said to the 
crowds, "Have you come out as against a robber, with swords and clubs to capture me? 
Day after day I sat in the temple teaching, and you did not seize me. 56 But all this has 
taken place that the Scriptures of the prophets might be fulfilled." Then all the disciples 
left him and fled. 
  



The second candle is extinguished. 
 
  

HYMN:      “What Wondrous Love is This” vs. 1-2  (LBW 385) 
  

1 What wondrous love is this,  
O my soul, O my soul! 

 What wondrous love is this, O my soul! 
 What wondrous love is this 
 that caused the Lord of bliss 

 to bear the dreadful curse  
for my soul, for my soul, 

 to bear the dreadful curse for my soul? 
  

2 When I was sinking down,  
sinking down, sinking down, 

 when I was sinking down, sinking down, 
 when I was sinking down 

 beneath God's righteous frown, 
 Christ laid aside his crown  

for my soul, for my soul, 
 Christ laid aside his crown for my soul. 

  
THE THIRD READING: Matthew 26:57-75 
  

57 Then those who had seized Jesus led him to Caiaphas the high priest, where the scribes 
and the elders had gathered. 58 And Peter was following him at a distance, as far as the 
courtyard of the high priest, and going inside he sat with the guards to see the end. 
59 Now the chief priests and the whole Council were seeking false testimony against Jesus 
that they might put him to death, 60 but they found none, though many false witnesses 
came forward. At last two came forward 61 and said, "This man said, 'I am able to destroy 
the temple of God, and to rebuild it in three days.'" 62 And the high priest stood up and 
said, "Have you no answer to make? What is it that these men testify against you?" 63 But 
Jesus remained silent. And the high priest said to him, "I adjure you by the living 
God, tell us if you are the Christ, the Son of God." 64 Jesus said to him, "You have said so. 
But I tell you, from now on you will see the Son of Man seated at the right hand of Power 
and coming on the clouds of heaven." 65 Then the high priest tore his robes and said, "He 
has uttered blasphemy. What further witnesses do we need? You have now heard his 
blasphemy. 66 What is your judgment?" They answered, "He deserves death." 67 Then they 
spit in his face and struck him. And some slapped him, 68 saying, "Prophesy to us, 
you Christ! Who is it that struck you?"  
 69 Now Peter was sitting outside in the courtyard. And a servant girl came up to 
him and said, "You also were with Jesus the Galilean." 70 But he denied it before them all, 
saying, "I do not know what you mean." 71 And when he went out to the entrance, another 



servant girl saw him, and she said to the bystanders, "This man was with Jesus of 
Nazareth." 72 And again he denied it with an oath: "I do not know the man." 73 After a little 
while the bystanders came up and said to Peter, "Certainly you too are one of them, 
for your accent betrays you." 74 Then he began to invoke a curse on himself and to swear, 
"I do not know the man." And immediately the rooster crowed. 75 And Peter remembered 
the saying of Jesus, "Before the rooster crows, you will deny me three times." And he 
went out and wept bitterly. 
  

The third candle is extinguished. 
  

HYMN          “Ah, Holy Jesus”  vs. 1-2  (LBW 123)   
  

  

1 Ah, holy Jesus, how hast thou offended 
 that man to judge thee hath in hate pretended?  

 By foes derided, by thine own rejected,  
 O most afflicted.  

2 Who was the guilty? Who brought this upon thee? 
 Alas, my treason, Jesus, hath undone thee.  
 ’Twas I, Lord Jesus, I it was denied thee;  

 I crucified thee.  
  

THE FOURTH READING: Matthew 27:1-10 
  

1 When morning came, all the chief priests and the elders of the people took counsel 
against Jesus to put him to death. 2 And they bound him and led him away and delivered 
him over to Pilate the governor.  
 3 Then when Judas, his betrayer, saw that Jesus was condemned, he changed his 
mind and brought back the thirty pieces of silver to the chief priests and the elders, 
4 saying, "I have sinned by betraying innocent blood." They said, "What is that to us? See 
to it yourself." 5 And throwing down the pieces of silver into the temple, he departed, and 
he went and hanged himself. 6 But the chief priests, taking the pieces of silver, said, "It is 
not lawful to put them into the treasury, since it is blood money." 7 So they took counsel 
and bought with them the potter's field as a burial place for strangers. 8 Therefore that 
field has been called the Field of Blood to this day. 9 Then was fulfilled what had been 
spoken by the prophet Jeremiah, saying, "And they took the thirty pieces of silver, the 
price of him on whom a price had been set by some of the sons of Israel, 10 and they gave 
them for the potter's field, as the Lord directed me." 
  
The fourth candle is extinguished. 
  
  



HYMN:  “Lamb of God” vs. 1-2, with Refrain (ELW 336) 
  

Your only son, no sin to hide, 
But you have sent him from your side  

to walk upon this guilty sod  
and to become the Lamb of God 

  

Refrain 
O Lamb of God, sweet Lamb of God,  

I love the holy Lamb of God. 
Oh, wash me in your precious blood,  
My Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God. 

  
Your gift of love we crucified. 

We laughed and scorned him as he died. 
The humble king we named a fraud 

And sacrificed the Lamb of God. Refrain 
  

Text: Twila Paris, b. 1958 ~ Music: Twila Paris ~ Test and music © 1985 Straightway Music/Mountain Spring Music 

  
THE FIFTH READING: Matthew 27:11-26 
  

11 Now Jesus stood before the governor, and the governor asked him, "Are you the King 
of the Jews?" Jesus said, "You have said so." 12 But when he was accused by the chief 
priests and elders, he gave no answer. 13 Then Pilate said to him, "Do you not hear how 
many things they testify against you?" 14 But he gave him no answer, not even to a single 
charge, so that the governor was greatly amazed.  
 15 Now at the feast the governor was accustomed to release for the crowd any one 
prisoner whom they wanted. 16 And they had then a notorious prisoner called Barabbas. 
17 So when they had gathered, Pilate said to them, "Whom do you want me to release for 
you: Barabbas, or Jesus who is called Christ?" 18 For he knew that it was out of envy that 
they had delivered him up. 19 Besides, while he was sitting on the judgment seat, his wife 
sent word to him, "Have nothing to do with that righteous man, for I have suffered 
much because of him today in a dream." 20 Now the chief priests and the elders 
persuaded the crowd to ask for Barabbas and destroy Jesus. 21 The governor again said to 
them, "Which of the two do you want me to release for you?" And they said, "Barabbas." 
22 Pilate said to them, "Then what shall I do with Jesus who is called Christ?"They all 
said, "Let him be crucified!" 23 And he said, "Why, what evil has he done?" But they 
shouted all the more, "Let him be crucified!"  
 24 So when Pilate saw that he was gaining nothing, but rather that a riot was 
beginning, he took water and washed his hands before the crowd, saying, "I am innocent 
of this man's blood; see to it yourselves." 25 And all the people answered, "His blood be on 
us and on our children!" 26 Then he released for them Barabbas, and 
having scourged Jesus, delivered him to be crucified. 



  
The fifth candle is extinguished. 
  
HYMN:     “O Sacred Head Now Wounded”  vs. 1,4  (LBW 116) 
  

1 O sacred head, now wounded, 
 with grief and shame weighed down, 

 now scornfully surrounded 
 with thorns, thine only crown; 

 O sacred head, what glory, 
 what bliss till now was thine! 

 Yet, though despised and gory, 
 I joy to call thee mine. 

   
4 Lord, be my consolation; 

 shield me when I must die; 
 remind me of thy passion 

 when my last hour draws nigh. 
 These eyes, new faith receiving, 

 from thee shall never move; 
 for he who dies believing 

 dies safely in thy love. 
  
Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1607-1676, based on Arnulf of Louvain, c. 1250; tr. composite 

  
THE SIXTH READING: Matthew 27:27-31 
  

27 Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the governor's headquarters, and they 
gathered the whole battalion before him. 28 And they stripped him and put a scarlet robe 
on him, 29 and twisting together a crown of thorns, they put it on his head and put a reed 
in his right hand. And kneeling before him, they mocked him, saying, "Hail, King of the 
Jews!" 30 And they spit on him and took the reed and struck him on the head. 31 And when 
they had mocked him, they stripped him of the robe and put his own clothes on him 
and led him away to crucify him. 
  
The sixth candle is extinguished. 

  
ANTHEM:  “Jesus, Only Jesus”  Choir  

  
THE SEVENTH READING: Matthew 27:32-44 
  

32 As they went out, they found a man of Cyrene, Simon by name. They compelled this 
man to carry his cross. 33 And when they came to a place called Golgotha (which means 
Place of a Skull), 34 they offered him wine to drink, mixed with gall, but when he tasted it, 
he would not drink it. 35 And when they had crucified him, they divided his garments 



among them by casting lots. 36 Then they sat down and kept watch over him there. 37 And 
over his head they put the charge against him, which read, "This is Jesus, the King of the 
Jews." 38 Then two robbers were crucified with him, one on the right and one on the left. 
39 And those who passed by derided him, wagging their heads 40 and saying, "You who 
would destroy the temple and rebuild it in three days, save yourself! If you are the Son of 
God, come down from the cross." 41 So also the chief priests, with the scribes and elders, 
mocked him, saying, 42 "He saved others; he cannot save himself. He is the King of Israel; 
let him come down now from the cross, and we will believe in him. 43 He trusts in God; 
let God deliver him now, if he desires him. For he said, 'I am the Son of God.'" 44 And the 
robbers who were crucified with him also reviled him in the same way. 
  

The seventh candle is extinguished. 
  

HYMN:  “Alas, And Did My Savior Bleed”  vs. 1-3  (LBW 92) 
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
  
THE EIGHTH READING: Matthew 27:45-51 
  

45 Now from the sixth hour there was darkness over all the land until the ninth hour. 
46 And about the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, "Eli, Eli, lema 
sabachthani?" that is, "My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?" 47 And some of the 
bystanders, hearing it, said, "This man is calling Elijah." 48 And one of them at once ran 
and took a sponge, filled it with sour wine, and put it on a reed and gave it to him to 
drink. 49 But the others said, "Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to save him." 
50 And Jesus cried out again with a loud voice and yielded up his spirit. 51 And behold, the 
curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. And the earth shook, and the 
rocks were split. 
  

The Christ Candle is extinguished. 
  



Silence 
 

THE NINTH READING: Matthew 27:57-60 
  

57 When it was evening, there came a rich man from Arimathea, named Joseph, who also 
was a disciple of Jesus. 58 He went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus. Then Pilate 
ordered it to be given to him. 59 And Joseph took the body and wrapped it in a clean linen 
shroud 60 and laid it in his own new tomb, which he had cut in the rock. And he rolled a 
great stone to the entrance of the tomb and went away. 
  

P The Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to you, O Christ. 
  
HYMN:      “Were You There”   vs. 3   (LBW 92)  
  

Were you there when they laid him in the tomb? 
Were you there when they laid him in the tomb? 

Oh, sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble. 
Were you there when they laid him in the tomb? 

  
Text: African American spiritual 
  
*DIALOGUE: 
  

P For our sake Jesus was obedient unto death. 
C Even death on a cross.   
P Through Christ’s sacrifice, 
C We are reconciled to God and each other. 
  

P There is no greater love than this, 
C To lay down one’s life for friends. 
  
  

*HYMN:  “Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross” (ELW 335) On next page 
  
*CLOSING: 
P We depart this evening quietly, under the sign of the cross, in the name of the 

Father, + and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
  
Tonight’s offerings will be received in a plate in the Narthex. Thank you. 
  
Adapted from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2023 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Liturgy reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual 
License #22413. All hymns used by permission of CCLI License #44125 or are in the Public Domain. The English Standard Version is published with the permission of Good 
News Publishers. (English Standard Version - The Holy Bible Online). 
  

  
  
      

  



 “Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross” 
  
 


