
The Nineth Sunday after Pentecost 
Sunday, July 26, 2026 

9:30 a.m. Worship  

 “Be and Make Disciples of Jesus Christ” 
Grace Lutheran Church 

111 Lutheran Drive, P.O. Box 86, Eaton, Ohio  45320 
937.456.6258  

Email: GraceEaton111@gmail.com 
Website: www.gracelutheranofeaton.com 

Pastor Dwight Hanson



 
 

2 
 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP! 
 

P - Presiding Minister  A - Assisting minister         C - Congregation 
*  - PLEASE STAND 

 
Please silence electronic devices. 

  
PRELUDE 
       
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS   
  
*BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS: 
P In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
  
P Let us pray …  
P God of all mercy and consolation, come to the aid of your people, turning us 

from our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that, 
attentive to your Word, we may confess our sins, receive your forgiveness, and 
grow into the fullness of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C Amen 
  
P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Please kneel or sit as you are able. 
  
P Gracious God, 
C have mercy on us. In your compassion forgive us our sins, known 

and unknown, things done and left undone. Uphold us by your 
Spirit so that we may live and serve you in newness of life, to the 
honor and glory of your holy name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen 

  
P Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord 

Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy 
Spirit keep you in eternal life. 

C Amen 
  
*PEACE: 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C And also with you. 
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*GATHERING SONG:  “What a Fellowship”  (WOV 780)

*GREETING:
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 

of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
C And also with you. 

*KYRIE:



4 

*HYMN OF PRAISE:
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY: 
P Almighty God, through your Son’s death and resurrection you draw all 

creation into your eternal reign. Grant us the grace to recognize the signs 
of your reign that surround us every day and the faith to proclaim your 
coming kingdom to those who have yet to experience your mercy and 
grace;  

C through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

FIRST LESSON: Deuteronomy 7:6-9 
A A reading from Deuteronomy: 
  

6{Moses said to the Israelites,} “For you are a people holy to the LORD your 
God. The LORD your God has chosen you to be a people for his treasured 
possession, out of all the peoples who are on the face of the earth. 7It was not 
because you were more in number than any other people that the LORD set his 
love on you and chose you, for you were the fewest of all peoples, 8but it is 
because the LORD loves you and is keeping the oath that he swore to your 
fathers, that the LORD has brought you out with a mighty hand and redeemed 
you from the house of slavery, from the hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt. 9Know 
therefore that the LORD your God is God, the faithful God who keeps covenant 
and steadfast love with those who love him and keep his commandments, to a 
thousand generations ….”  
  

A The Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
  

PSALM 125 
A 1Those who trust in the LORD are like Mount Zion, which cannot be 

moved, but stands fast forever. 
C 2The hills stand about Jerusalem; so does the LORD stand 

round about his people, from this time forth forevermore. 
A 3The scepter of the wicked shall not hold sway over the land allotted to 

the just, so that the just shall not put their hands to evil. 
C 4Show your goodness, O LORD, to those who are good and to 

those who are true of heart. 
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A 5As for those who turn aside to crooked ways, the LORD will lead them 
away with the evildoers; but peace be upon Israel. 

   
SECOND LESSON: Romans 8:28-39 
A A Reading from Romans: 
  

28We know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for 
those who are called according to his purpose. 29For those whom he foreknew 
he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he 
might be the firstborn among many brothers. 30And those whom he 
predestined he also called, and those whom he called he also justified, and 
those whom he justified he also glorified. 31What then shall we say to these 
things? If God is for us, who can be against us? 32He who did not spare his own 
Son but gave him up for us all, how will he not also with him graciously give us 
all things? 33Who shall bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God who 
justifies. 34Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who died — more than 
that, who was raised — who is at the right hand of God, who indeed is 
interceding for us. 35Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall 
tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger, or 
sword? 36As it is written, “For your sake we are being killed all the day long; we 
are regarded as sheep to be slaughtered.” 37No, in all these things we are more 
than conquerors through him who loved us. 38For I am sure that neither death 
nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come, nor 
powers, 39nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation will be able to 
separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
  

A The Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God.  
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*GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GOSPEL: Matthew 13:44-52 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the thirteenth chapter. 
C Glory to you, O Lord. 
  

44{Jesus said to the disciples,} “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden 
in a field, which a man found and covered up. Then in his joy he goes and sells 
all that he has and buys that field. 45Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a 
merchant in search of fine pearls, 46who, on finding one pearl of great value, 
went and sold all that he had and bought it. 47Again, the kingdom of heaven is 
like a net that was thrown into the sea and gathered fish of every kind. 48When 
it was full, men drew it ashore and sat down and sorted the good into 
containers but threw away the bad. 49So it will be at the end of the age. The 
angels will come out and separate the evil from the righteous 50and throw 
them into the fiery furnace. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of 
teeth. 51Have you understood all these things?” They said to him, “Yes.” 52And 
he said to them, “Therefore every scribe who has been trained for the kingdom 
of heaven is like a master of a house, who brings out of his treasure what is 
new and what is old.” 
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P The Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to you, O Christ. 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

SERMON: Pastor Dwight Hanson —  From the Joy 

*HYMN OF THE DAY:   “This is My Father’s World” (LBW 554)

*APOSTLES’ CREED
 C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

Creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord. 
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and 
born of the virgin Mary. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 
and was buried. 
He descended into hell. 
On the third day He rose again. 
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right 
hand of the Father. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH: 
A Let us pray: Almighty and everlasting God, teach us to treasure your 

Kingdom above all else, to be able to discern what is truly valuable, and 
to trust that you are with us amid the trials of life. Quiet us and remind 
us that you are the Creator, and that there is great design in nature. 
Move our hearts to recognize the love you have poured out for us 

(Find Sermon at the end 
of the bulletin)

Mary Shetter
Inserted Text
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through Jesus. Teach us to cherish his words all of our days. And 
inspire us, by the power of the Holy Spirit, to share the love and 
wisdom of Christ with others. Lord in your mercy,  

C  Hear our prayer.  
  
A  Pour out the Holy Spirit on the entire Christian Church, that we may be 

mission-driven. Bless and keep Bishop Selbo and the whole staff, our 
Mission District, NALC Disaster Response, our seminary system, and 
other outreach partners: Lutheran Military Veterans and Families 
Ministries; Abundant Grace of West Chester; Chris, Emily and family 
and the rest of the World Mission Prayer League; bless our ministry 
partners at the local level; and all faithful brothers and sisters in Christ 
in other denominations. Lord, in your mercy,  

C  Hear our prayer. 
  
A We pray, O Lord, for the needs of the world. So many people suffer 

from the ravages of war and the devastations of natural disasters. Draw 
near to the grieving. Strengthen those who recover. And we pray for 
fellow Americans who have lost loved ones in the Middle East. Give 
them endurance, and the peace that only you can provide. Grant all of 
us a renewed appreciation for the basics, like bountiful weather, 
justice, neighborliness, and freedom. Watch over civil servants at every 
level, and guide them according to your will. Protect all who serve with 
honor, standing in harm’s way, and their families. Lord, in your mercy, 

C  Hear our prayer.   
  
A  We pray to you on behalf of those who need healing: Charlie, Tracy, 

Jim Carlisle, Peggy Christian, Claude Dixon, Michael Good, Becky 
Haws, Amy & Bryan Jackson, Jim Kay, Paula Murray, Dave O’Shea, 
Sue Robinson, Iva-Laura Sherry, Dean Shetter, Allie Steele, Mark 
Steiner, Mike & Barb Studebaker, Wayne Williams, as well as those we 
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name in our hearts (pause for additional names). Into your hands, O 
Lord, we commend all for whom we pray,  

C   Trusting in your mercy, through your Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord.  Amen.   

  
OFFERING     
  

SPECIAL MUSIC:     “How Can I Keep from Singing”  Carol Matevia 
  
*OFFERTORY RESPONSE: “Doxology” 
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*OFFERTORY PRAYER: 
P Let us pray. Blessed are you, O Lord our God, maker of all things.  
 
C Through your goodness you have blessed us with these gifts. 

With them we offer ourselves to your service and dedicate 
our lives to the care and redemption of all that you have 
made, for the sake of him who gave himself for us, Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
*LORD'S PRAYER: 
C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy 

kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

 For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

  
*THE BLESSING: 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. 
C Amen. 
  
*SENDING HYMN: “The Spirit Sends Us Forth to Serve” (WOV 723) 

  
DISMISSAL: 
A Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
  
POSTLUDE  
  
Adapted from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Liturgy reprinted by permission under Augsburg 
Fortress Liturgies Annual License #22413. All hymns used by permission of CCLI License #44125 or are in the Public Domain. The English Standard 
Version is published with the permission of Good News Publishers. (English Standard Version - The Holy Bible Online). 

  

http://www.biblestudytools.com/esv/
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SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 

The flowers on the altar this morning are given to the 
Glory of God by: Mike & Judy Schamel in Honor and 

Celebration of their Wedding Anniversary. 

Campfires of Grace—Summer 2026:  
When?  The third Wednesday of each summer 

month: August 19. 
What time?  7:00 PM. 
For whom?  Everyone. 
Where?  By the campfire ring near the picnic 

shelter. 
What to bring? Just yourself (and a friend, if you like), a 
lawn chair, and a heart that’s ready to relax and enjoy an 
old-fashioned, outdoor tradition.   

Phoebe Women’s 
Bible Study 

PRESENTS: 

A Night at the Movies 

”Flywheel” 
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GRACE AT A GLANCE 
  

Grace Lutheran Church 
111 Lutheran Dr., P.O. Box 86 - Eaton, OH 45320  

Phone: 937-456-6258   Email: GraceEaton111@gmail.com 
www.gracelutheranofeaton.com ~~ Like us on Facebook 

   

OFFICE HOURS:  
Monday -Friday: 10—1, 2—5 

  

TODAY        July 26, 2026 — Fifth Sunday after Pentecost 
9:30 a.m.  Worship 
10:30 a.m. Fellowship & Adult Education — Lessons of the Day 
  

Monday July 27  
  Pastor’s Day Off 
9:45 a.m. Choose to Lose 
  

Tuesday  July 28 
  
Wednesday July 29 
9:00 a.m.  Bible Study 
  

Thursday  July 30 
7:00 p.m.  AA Meeting 
  

Friday July 31— 
12:30 p.m. Bulletin Production 
   

Saturday August 1 
  
UPCOMING WEEK SPECIAL EVENTS 
Sun 8/2—Worship with Holy Communion, Fellowship & Adult Education 
Mon. 8/3—Pastor Off, Choose to Lose 
Tues. 8/4 
Wed. 8/5—Bible Study 
Thurs. 8/6 AA Meeting 
Fri. 8/7— Bulletin Production 
Sat. 8/8— District Wide Lutheran Family Reunion 

 
 



15 

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 
Altar Guild for July:  Janice Barnes, Jane Coggin 

Altar Guild for August:  Janice & Gretchen Pearce 
Offering Counter for July: Jane Coggin 

Offering Counter for August: Janice Barnes 

Sunday, July 26—Pentecost 9 
9:30 a.m. 

Greeter: Rex & Kelly Mt. Castle 
Usher: Rex & Kelly Mt. Castle 
Lector: Debbie McKinney 
Acolyte: Jessa Barnes 

Sunday, August 2—Pentecost 10 
9:30 a.m. 

Greeter: Debbie McKinney & Dorothy Stoltz 
Usher: Darryl Leyes 
Lector: Tina Ebright 

  Communion: Tiffany Ingram, Carol Perry 
Acolyte: Sophia Steiner 

Attendance & Stewardship — ($4,187 needed wkly) 
07/19/2026   95 $2,896.58  

Great Commission Outreach Partners:  
World Mission Prayer League—Chris & Emily and family, Lutheran Military 
Veterans and Families, Abundant Grace, West Chester 

Grace Lutheran Mission Endowment Fund:  The purpose of this fund is 
to extend the ministry of Grace Lutheran Church, apart from the general 
operation of the congregation. To learn more about our Mission Endowment 
Fund, please contact the church office and we’ll give your question to the 
appropriate person. 
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IN OUR PRAYERS 
After 4 weeks we will remove names from this list. If you would like to keep 
someone on the list, please note their name on the back of the “Attendance & 
Communion Registration” form. 

URGENT PRAYER LIST: 

HEALING: (In Alphabetical Order) 
Tracy: (Cousin of Suzie Dell who is battling with stage 3 endometriosis cancer) 
Charlie: (11-year-old son of a former student of Nancy Parkinson—Charlie is awaiting a liver 
transplant 
Jim Carlisle: (Healing from hip surgery) 
Peggy Christian:  (Recovering at Vancrest from a fall at home) 
Claude Dixon: (Father  of Suzie Dell — recovering from a fall, at home) 
Michael Good: (Receiving treatments in Columbus). 
Becky Haws: (Friend of Janet Burkett—Prayers for healing) 
Amy & Bryan Jackson: (for comfort and healing) 
Jim Kay: (Son-in-law of the late Elsie Burkle—he is dealing with  health issues) 
Paula Murray:  (Has a serious infection in foot; and other health issues) 
Dave O’Shea:  (Father of  Kelly Hanson — Dealing with Parkinson’s Disease and a hip 
replacement) 
Sue Robinson:   (Friend of Grace &  AA Coordinator—in nursing home with leg infection 
and heart issues.) 
Iva-Laura Sherry: (Kelly Coffman’s mom—Recovering from hand surgery) 
Dean Shetter:  (Recovering from shoulder replacement surgery). 
Allie Steele: (Niece of Mary & Dean Shetter—as she prepares for brain surgery in August to 
remove a mass) 
Mark Steiner: (Matt’s father — prayers for healing).  
Mike & Barb Studebaker:  (Mike: dealing with health issues; Barb: recovering from 
surgery for leg fracture). 
Wayne Williams: (Nephew of Karen Schaeff & cousin of Adam – he is beginning radiation 
therapy for cancer) 

LONG-TERM PRAYER LIST ….George & Barb Suggs, Violet Forney,  Mark & Jary 
Tannehill, Jackie Steiner, Connie Martin, Maggie Risko, Rhonda Paige Atkinson, Amy & Bryan 
Jackson, Andy Proeschel, Judy Newkirk, Mike & Judy Schamel, Suzan Pauley, Carmen 
Hasdorff, Tom Schamel, Amanda & Shayla Dell, Fran Kester, Teddi & Mike Watkins, Jenifer 
Combs, Doug Davis, Pastor Dean & Sandy Haferman, Dave Brumbaugh, Scot Emig, Barbara 
Worley, Carolyn MacFadyen, Judy Jay, Will Suggs, Earl House, Barbara Lakes, Becky Hoskins, 
Kayli Johnson, Joe McHenry, Tom Barnes: and those serving in the military: Maj. Love 
Hartman; Brad Newkirk; Lt. Col. Kyle Hundley, Staff Sergeant-Brandon Mann, Travis Deck & 
family.  



NALC Disaster Response 

Kit Packing List 
Bibles & School Kits 

Bibles 

(We encourage you to write messages of hope in the front pages of donated Bibles) 

o New or used (highlighted & underlined text is acceptable) 
o Child, teen or adult 
o Bible stories for children 
o Spanish, or any language 
o Large print prayer books 

School Kit – Elementary 

o 1 backpack or duffle bag 
o 4 notebooks 
o 4 pocket folders 
o 1 blunt scissor 
o 1 ruler 
o 1 pencil sharpener 
o 4 pencils 
o 2 pens 
o 1 eraser 
o 1 box of crayons, colored pencils, or markers, or markers 
o 1 glue stick 
o 1 Hand sanitizer or wipes 

School Kit – High School 

o 1 backpack or duffle bag 
o 4 composition books 
o 4 pencils, 1 pencil sharpener & 1 eraser – or – 4 mechanical pencils 
o 2 pens 
o 1 Hand sanitizer or wipes 
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9th Sunday after Pentecost; 7/26/2026; Grace Lutheran Church; Pastor Dwight Hanson 
Deuteronomy 7:6-9; Psalm 125; Romans 8:28-39; Matthew 13:44-52 

Children’s message: One of our Bible readings for today listed a whole bunch of things that 
could go wrong.  But those things didn’t get the last word!  For it says, “we are more than 
conquerors through him who loved us” (Rom. 8:37).  And who was it who loved us so much that he 
even laid down his life for us?  Jesus.  Did he also rise?  Yes, HE’S the conqueror.  And when 
we trust him, we conquer, too, by faith.  Simply trust the Lord.  Let’s pray… 

From the Joy 
Grace to you and peace from God our Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ.  Amen.   
In the first parable this morning, the man wasn’t expecting much. He was simply 
working in a field, perhaps feeling the full burden of it.  Then his implement struck 
something unusual.  TREASURE!  Like some favorite childhood story.  But in 
truth it’s the everlasting Gospel!  Jesus said, “Then in his joy he goes and sells all 
that he has and buys that field” (Mt. 13:44b).   

Sometimes, on what may feel like just a regular day, when we’ve heard a 
passage before, we can grow accustomed to the words.  Our thoughts may even 
drift.  But the thoughts of the people on the edge of that lake, as they listened to 
Jesus, were not drifting.  Nor was the man in the parable drifting.  Something 
living and deep was on the move. 

A close look at the Gospel passage reveals that the joy is what propelled the 
action. Thus, the title of the sermon: From the Joy (apo = “from,” but “in” is a fine translation, too).  
Let’s reflect for a few minutes on the motivation that enters our lives because of 
what the Lord has done for us.   

I’m sure we’ve all had our moments of tromping around in life, full of 
frustration.  Fill in the blanks from your own experience.  Yet, the same Christian 
faith speaks to each of us.  By his own divine power, Jesus lifts our spirits, like it’s 
the dawn of creation all over again.  

Not that we try to force a smile onto every situation.  Faith understands 
context.  Life on the earth also involves walking through valleys of shadow and 
suffering.  Jesus, himself, went through such places at the deepest level of all.  But 
why?  And what are the implications for those who’ve become aware of the 
“treasure” he delivered?  In other words, from what source are you living? 

The motivation of the man in the Gospel wasn’t just some luck-of-the-draw 
sunny disposition.  His actions sprang from joy, but the joy sprang from the 
“treasure.”  And that represented “the kingdom of heaven” (Mt. 13:44a).  We’re talking 
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about the source of goodness, itself.  After each day of creation, the verdict was 
announced, and it was good.  Or from our second lesson: “We know that for those 
who love God all things work together for good…” (Rom. 8:28a). 

I don’t think I’ve shared the story of the time when, as a kid, I found 
treasure.  The reason that it sticks with me so strongly is that I, too, was working in 
a field. It was a hot and muggy day.  As I recall, I’m sure it was 100 degrees.  But 
by today’s standards, now that we get to inflate numbers with something called the 
“heat index,” well, it must have been 400 degrees!  Yes, I had it tough.  Just ask 
me.  Even my dog came only as close as the nearest shade, watching from a 
comfortable vantage-point.   

And yet, I had nobody to blame but myself.  It was a rookie mistake.  I told 
my mother I was bored.  One doesn’t have to learn that lesson twice.  Out on the 
edge of the farmyard was an ambitious garden, where, supposedly, beans had 
grown, though they were not very visible due to the tangled mess. My job was to 
set the beans free. 

Somewhere in the middle of that task, while surely feeling sorry for myself, 
my eye caught an unnatural shape in the dirt.  It was small, but unusual. I rubbed it 
and looked closely.  It was a coin!  I rubbed a bit more, enough to see the numbers 
1 and 8, as in the 1800s.  It was a rare coin!  My pulse quickened.  Thoughts began 
to race.  No more miserable weed-pulling for me! 

In my joy and excitement, I started running toward the house to wash off the 
filthy coin that was going to make me filthy rich.  But there was an unseen 
depression in some tall grass.  Down I fell to the earth.  The coin?  It flew 
somewhere into that grass.  The found had been lost. 

Oh well, you win some, you lose some, right?  Hardly. I was on my hands 
and knees searching, blade by blade, until I found it again.  This time I walked with 
hands clasped.  A little soap and water, and the rest of the number came clear: 
1882.  About a century old at the time.  I called the coin collector in the 
neighboring town.  He told me to look closely for a certain mark, and if it was 
there, I would be a very happy young man.  I read off the markings and waited, 
impatiently.  Then came the words: “Mmm, about twenty bucks.”   

I’m not saying that twenty dollars was nothing to me at the time.  But the 
visions that had been dancing in my head were on a slightly grander scale. As it 
turned out, the true treasure from that experience was that every time I hear this 
passage from Scripture, I understand the tone of excitement.  Also, I found out 
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later that 1882 was the peak year of immigration for Lutherans coming to America.  
As we celebrate 250 years of freedom, I’m reminded that many people sold what 
they had, traveled to this country, dug a living from the dirt, and came together to 
build up churches in the name of Jesus, and communities for the good of all, 
including a young kid who would find a coin, only to discover that the treasure was 
found elsewhere.  Scripture points us to “the kingdom of heaven.”  News of this 
great find has traveled a long and winding road to reach our ears this morning. 

One other take-away from my youthful treasure experience: I wonder how 
many folks, running through their life, have fumbled even the true treasure into the 
long grass of this world’s cares.  Did some of them stop searching, foolishly 
undervaluing the worth?  Is it not still there for them, while time as we know it 
lasts?  What’s the history of your journey with the treasure?  

It’s important to take time for the genuine prize, as we’ve done today.  
Deuteronomy 7 tells us that in God’s eyes we are treasured.  We know this as 
surely as Old Testament journeys to the New.  As the Lord chose Israel in Egypt, 
so he has chosen you in Jesus, even preparing an everlasting place for you. “The 
Lord your God has chosen you to be a people for his treasured possession” (Deut. 

7:6b).  This carves out within us deep affection for the One who would do such a 
thing, based on God’s gracious character.  Deuteronomy 7:8, “it is because the 
Lord loves you and is keeping the oath that he swore….”  “Know therefore that the 
Lord your God is God, the faithful God who keeps covenant and steadfast love with 
those who love him and keep his commandments, to a thousand generations…” 
(Deut. 7:9).  Treasure, indeed! 

But what if, somewhere along the challenging journey of life, one finds that 
some of the joy has slipped away, some of the understanding of the value? What if 
I find myself searching for something I once had, something that I know is there, 
somewhere?  Jesus told more than one parable, didn’t he?  The second parable in 
our reading involves an intentional search.  “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a 
merchant in search of fine pearls” (Mt. 13:45).  When it comes to the blessings of God, 
seek and you shall find (Mt. 7:7).  Whatever the shape of your story on earth, no matter 
how many ups and downs, keep searching, and cultivate the good sense to know 
what really matters in the end, the will and the Kingdom of the Lord our God. 

Now, before we sing, let me share an additional interpretation I once heard 
regarding the parable of the pearl, that Jesus is the “merchant.”  After all, he came 
in search.  He sold all that he had.  We are now his “treasured possession.” The lost 
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have been found. Live, therefore, from the joy of the Lord. Last week, Jesus did 
not want his followers getting so caught up in the weeds that they missed the 
wheat.  This week, he would have us put life in perspective and experience the joy 
of the treasure.  Whose world is it, ultimately?   

When we understand what the Lord is doing in our lives and in this world, 
suddenly we find ourselves repeating the words of St. Paul: “If God is for us, who 
can be against us?  He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, 
how will he not also with him graciously give us all things?” “For I am sure that 
neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present nor things to come, 
nor powers, nor height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation will be able to 
separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Rom. 8:38-39).   

Did you need to hear this Word from the Lord today?  Somebody else needs 
it as well, perhaps stuck in one of life’s valleys, or who took an unwise turn and 
lost their way.  Whatever the situation, when God inspires you to share what He’s 
done in your life, let your witness proceed “from the joy.” After all, who created 
the ability for humans to smile?  That was not part of the fall, but part of the 
blessing right from the beginning.  Begin, then, with yourself.  Then help someone 
else find their God-given smile again, accompanied by an “Amen.” Amen.  
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	And yet, I had nobody to blame but myself.  It was a rookie mistake.  I told my mother I was bored.  One doesn’t have to learn that lesson twice.  Out on the edge of the farmyard was an ambitious garden, where, supposedly, beans had grown, though they...
	Somewhere in the middle of that task, while surely feeling sorry for myself, my eye caught an unnatural shape in the dirt.  It was small, but unusual. I rubbed it and looked closely.  It was a coin!  I rubbed a bit more, enough to see the numbers 1 an...
	In my joy and excitement, I started running toward the house to wash off the filthy coin that was going to make me filthy rich.  But there was an unseen depression in some tall grass.  Down I fell to the earth.  The coin?  It flew somewhere into that ...
	Oh well, you win some, you lose some, right?  Hardly. I was on my hands and knees searching, blade by blade, until I found it again.  This time I walked with hands clasped.  A little soap and water, and the rest of the number came clear: 1882.  About ...
	I’m not saying that twenty dollars was nothing to me at the time.  But the visions that had been dancing in my head were on a slightly grander scale. As it turned out, the true treasure from that experience was that every time I hear this passage from...
	One other take-away from my youthful treasure experience: I wonder how many folks, running through their life, have fumbled even the true treasure into the long grass of this world’s cares.  Did some of them stop searching, foolishly undervaluing the ...
	It’s important to take time for the genuine prize, as we’ve done today.  Deuteronomy 7 tells us that in God’s eyes we are treasured.  We know this as surely as Old Testament journeys to the New.  As the Lord chose Israel in Egypt, so he has chosen you...
	But what if, somewhere along the challenging journey of life, one finds that some of the joy has slipped away, some of the understanding of the value? What if I find myself searching for something I once had, something that I know is there, somewhere?...
	Now, before we sing, let me share an additional interpretation I once heard regarding the parable of the pearl, that Jesus is the “merchant.”  After all, he came in search.  He sold all that he had.  We are now his “treasured possession.” The lost hav...
	When we understand what the Lord is doing in our lives and in this world, suddenly we find ourselves repeating the words of St. Paul: “If God is for us, who can be against us?  He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he n...
	Did you need to hear this Word from the Lord today?  Somebody else needs it as well, perhaps stuck in one of life’s valleys, or who took an unwise turn and lost their way.  Whatever the situation, when God inspires you to share what He’s done in your ...




