The Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost
Sunday, September 18, 2022
8:00 & 10:30 a.m. Worship with Holy Communion &
Baptism of Curtis Alexander Fox

“Be and Make Disciples of Jesus Christ”
Grace Lutheran Church

111 Lutheran Drive, P.O. Box 86
Eaton, Ohio 45320
937.456.6258
gracelc@embarqmail.com — www.gracelutheranofeaton.com
Pastor: Dwight Hanson

WELCOME TO WORSHIP!
In Holy Communion our Lord Jesus graciously invites those who have been baptized in
the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit to repent of all that separates us from God,
and to receive His sacred and real presence for the forgiveness of sins.
In addition to wine, grape juice is also offered.
Children who do not yet receive Communion may come for a blessing.
Holy Communion will be offered as you kneel at the chancel rail.
Please take a moment to fill out the “Attendance & Communion” Registration Cards
(located in the pew racks). Pass your card to the end of your pew.
A - Assisting minister
C - Congregation
* - PLEASE STAND
+++
“He Leadeth Me”
(arr. by: Payne)

P - Presiding Minister
PRELUDE:

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
*BRIEF ORDER FOR CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS:
P
C

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

P

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no
secrets are hid:
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy
name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

C

P
C

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
But if we confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our
sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Please kneel or sit as you are able.
P
C

Most merciful God,
we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves.
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we
have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us,
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in
your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

P

Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake,
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of Christ,
and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your
sins, in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

C

*SHARING OF GOD’S PEACE:
P
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C
And also with you.
*GATHERING HYMN: “Praise to the Lord” (LBW 543)

*GREETING:
P
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
C
And also with you.

*PRAYER OF THE DAY:
P
God of abundance, all good gifts come from you and you bless us with life and
salvation. Apart from your holy love we have nothing. Keep us mindful that we
have been bought with a price and teach us to live generous and obedient lives;
C
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God now and forever. Amen.
FIRST LESSON: Amos 8:4-7
A
A reading from Amos:
4Hear

this, you who trample on the needy and bring the poor of the land to an end,
5saying, “When will the new moon be over, that we may sell grain? And the Sabbath,
that we may offer wheat for sale, that we may make the ephah small and the shekel great
and deal deceitfully with false balances, 6that we may buy the poor for silver and the
needy for a pair of sandals and sell the chaff of the wheat?” 7The LORD has sworn by the
pride of Jacob: “Surely I will never forget any of their deeds.”
A
C

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PSALM 113
1Hallelujah! Give praise, you servants of the LORD; praise the name of the LORD.
A
2Let the name of the LORD be blessed, from this time forth
C
forevermore.
3
A
From the rising of the sun to its going down let the name of the LORD be praised.
4The LORD is high above all nations, and his glory above the heavens.
C
5Who is like the LORD our God, who sits enthroned on high, but stoops to behold
A
the heavens and the earth?
6He takes up the weak out of the dust and lifts up the poor from the
C
ashes.
7He sets them with the princes, with the princes of his people.
A
8He makes the woman of a childless house to be a joyful mother of
C
children.
SECOND LESSON: 1 Timothy 2:1-4
A
A reading from 1 Timothy:
1First

of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be
made for all people, 2for kings and all who are in high positions, that we may lead a
peaceful and quiet life, godly and dignified in every way. 3This is good, and it is pleasing

in the sight of God our Savior, 4who desires all people to be saved and to come to the
knowledge of the truth. 5For there is one God, and there is one mediator between God
and men, the man Christ Jesus, 6who gave himself as a ransom for all, which is the
testimony given at the proper time. 7For this I was appointed a preacher and an apostle
(I am telling the truth, I am not lying), a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and truth.
A
C

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

*GOSPEL VERSE:

*GOSPEL: Luke 16:1-15
P

The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the sixteenth chapter.

1{Jesus}

also said to the disciples, “There was a rich man who had a manager, and
charges were brought to him that this man was wasting his possessions. 2And he called
him and said to him, ‘What is this that I hear about you? Turn in the account of your
management, for you can no longer be manager.’ 3And the manager said to himself,
‘What shall I do, since my master is taking the management away from me? I am not
strong enough to dig, and I am ashamed to beg. 4I have decided what to do, so that when
I am removed from management, people may receive me into their houses.’ 5So,
summoning his master’s debtors one by one, he said to the first, ‘How much do you owe
my master?’ 6He said, ‘A hundred measures of oil.’ He said to him, ‘Take your bill, and
sit down quickly and write fifty.’ 7Then he said to another, ‘And how much do you owe?’
He said, ‘A hundred measures of wheat.’ He said to him, ‘Take your bill, and write
eighty.’ 8The master commended the dishonest manager for his shrewdness. For the
sons of this world are more shrewd in dealing with their own generation than the sons of
light. 9And I tell you, make friends for yourselves by means of unrighteous wealth, so
that when it fails they may receive you into the eternal dwellings. 10One who is faithful in

a very little is also faithful in much, and one who is dishonest in a very little is also
dishonest in much. 11If then you have not been faithful in the unrighteous wealth, who
will entrust to you the true riches? 12And if you have not been faithful in that which is
another’s, who will give you that which is your own? 13No servant can serve two masters,
for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and
despise the other. You cannot serve God and money.” 14The Pharisees, who were lovers
of money, heard all these things, and they ridiculed him. 15And he said to them, “You are
those who justify yourselves before men, but God knows your hearts. For what is exalted
among men is an abomination in the sight of God.”
P

The Gospel of the Lord.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
Listen to this verse from the Bible, “Who is like the Lord our God, who sits enthroned
on high, but stoops to behold the heavens and the earth” (Psalm 113:5)? It’s hard to
imagine how big God must be, bigger than any created thing, bigger than the universe.
And yet, he comes down to love you. Jesus came down. The Holy Spirit came down.
Have you ever helped someone back to their feet after they’ve fallen? God does that,
except it’s even better. He’s going to come down to meet a young man named Curtis at
the baptismal font. God will bless him and claim him as his own, and give him the Holy
Spirit to be his constant friend and counselor. God may be so big that He’s way up high.
But remember that He’s also with us, always. Let’s pray…
SERMON: Pastor Dwight Hanson:

Shrewd or Renewed
Grace to you and peace from God our Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.
The Bible is full of true stories of repentance that move the heart. It’s also full of
stories of the opposite that make our heads shake. Luke 16 provides a clear picture
of the second of the two, an illustration of worldliness, the shrewd manager who let
greed work its way to the center of his being—cheating, and squandering what
didn’t belong to him in the first place. Then, when he realized that it was all going
to come to an end, instead of seeing the moment for what it was, an opportunity for
honesty and goodness, he scrambled all the more just to save himself and his way
of life, stockpiling favors at his master’s expense.
The Lord Jesus Christ teaches us to live for something far better, to serve
God, with a deep realization that the Heavenly Father already knows our basic

needs, the necessities of life—food, clothing, and so on. In many ways, therefore,
we become defined by that which we seek. And Jesus puts forth the great
alternative, the only path on earth that will lead to anything good at all, “seek [the
Father’s] kingdom, and these things shall be yours as well” (Lk. 12:31). Then, with
clarity of mind and heart, life opens up. Such people, living by faith, find purpose
in even the simplest of things.
Listen to this great old poem by Emily Dickinson, entitled, “Not In Vain” (pg.
30, 101 Famous Poems):
“If I can stop one heart from breaking, I shall not live in vain;
If I can ease one life the aching, Or cool one pain,
Or help one fainting robin Unto his nest again,
I shall not live in vain.”
Two ways of being, but only one way of “life.” On the one hand, there’s the
shrewd manager, seeking his own future on his own terms, contrasted with the
simple person of faith, living day by day, receiving the blessings of God even amid
the challenges, and seeking to live for the glory of the Lord Jesus. Either such joy
and service, or the temporary nature of selfishness that comes under judgment.
The biblical message seems quite clear to me. And yet, I remember a time
when I was studying this passage with a large group, and confusion entered the
discussion. One person thought that it could sound almost like Jesus was
encouraging shrewdness and making friends with dishonest wealth. Then another
person said that he took it that way—a green light to try to use dishonesty for good
purposes. But is that how it works? Can you do wrong in order to do right? Or
does the mud of iniquity have a way of sticking to one’s shoes? In case there’s any
lingering confusion, let’s take a closer look at this passage about the dishonest
manager.
First off, notice that he was “wasting” what was not his when he got caught
(16:1). The exact same word, in the original language, was used to describe what the
prodigal son had been doing in chapter 15, as in “squandering” (see 15:13). In other
words, the shrewd manager’s self-centered escapade, like that of the prodigal, was
about to come to an end. For many, such a moment of truth would lead to
repentance. Not so for this fellow!
Instead of listening to good advice or saying a prayer, he became his own
highest counselor, and a rather devious one at that. It’s right there in your text: “I
am not strong enough to dig, and I am ashamed to beg. I have decided what to do,

so that when I am removed from management, people may receive me into their
houses” (Luke 16:3b-4). Oh, so he was ashamed to beg, but not to steal. I see. The
human heart can be a very devious thing. It’s why, when we confess our sins, we
include both those things we’re aware of, and those we’re not.
One Bible teacher pointed out that throughout the Gospel of Luke there are a
number of “self-centered soliloquies” by people of “questionable character” (David
Tiede, pg. 282, Luke)—in other words, bad guys who talk to themselves, who come up with
their own plans and judgments. For example, in the seventh chapter of Luke a
Pharisee secretly sat in judgment of Jesus for allowing a repentant woman to anoint
his feet. Or there was the rich fool who had too much grain. Not knowing what to
do, he consulted his own highest authority, himself, and decided to build bigger
barns (12:17ff). Also remember the dishonest judge who kept his own counsel and
only arrived at justice because he wanted to get a persistent widow off his back (18:45). Next time you find that you’re giving advice to yourself, and naturally ruling in
your own favor, you may want to question the company you’re keeping. “I have
decided what to do,” said the shrewd man to himself.
Where did this dishonest manager think that his hope was to be found?
Might it have been beneficial to locate a real friend at this point, someone outside
of his own head, someone who tried to honor God, and ask his advice? That he did
not do. He just wanted to find another way to continue living big, without having
to do an honest day’s work. So, he manipulated the books, supposedly “making
friends” with debtors by doing them a favor at the master’s expense. They, then,
according to such wily thinking, would owe him. And when the time came for him
to show up at the door of their house, they’d have to let him in, like chickens
opening their door to a wolf—a wolf who talks to himself.
Well, the master, the rich man, could see that he’d been outwitted according
to worldliness. Jesus summed up the story by saying, “And I tell you, make friends
for yourselves by means of unrighteous wealth, so that when it fails they may
receive you into the eternal dwellings” (Luke 16:9). Apparently, this is what confused
some interpreters. But examine the words closely. What kind of eternal dwelling
might that be where unrighteousness would be welcome, where co-conspirators
would open the door to such a devious mastermind?
God’s eternal Kingdom welcomes those who seek truth, repentance, and the
righteousness that only Jesus Christ can give. Friendship with God means
transformation by grace, according to the power of the Holy Spirit.

Jesus said, “One who is faithful in a very little is also faithful in much…”
(Luke 16:10a). Christ’s Word is the cure for selfishness. Of course, worldliness
interrupts with its list of exceptions, and with the insistence that glory is only found
in the big things. But whose glory? When Christ is the Lord of a person’s heart,
what’s big and what’s little switch places.
Then there are those who can only do small things, and assume that they are
nothing. I’ve heard folks who have grown older say, “I used to be able to do so
much. But I can’t anymore.” Sometimes if we can’t do what we used to do, we
feel useless. If those words, or something like them, have ever crossed your lips, I
want you to listen again to what Jesus said, “One who is faithful in a very little is
also faithful in much…” (Luke 16:10a).
The truth is that Jesus is interested in the little things, small acts of
faithfulness, kindness and honesty. This day, in this place, isn’t there some way
that we can do even a small thing for the Kingdom of God? A prayer for someone
in need would be helpful. “If I can ease one life the aching or cool one pain…I
shall not live in vain.” Luther is famous for saying that God is pleased when we do
something as simple as changing a baby’s diaper! Is that changing the world, with
recognition and applause? No, but the baby sure appreciates it! Faithfulness in the
little things.
I think of solid, dedicated teachers, whether in regular school or in Sunday
school, who may have a lingering question whether or not their efforts make a
difference. Sometimes it’s hard to know in the moment. Our Lord simply tells us
to keep at it with the little things, keep planting small seeds, and he’ll take it from
there, growth in goodness. Teach wholesome lessons, build relationships, and say
those prayers.
God is faithful to us, no matter how small, frail, or insecure we may feel. He
does not forget us or forsake us, even when we fall short of being faithful to him.
But he does want us to turn again and seek him out in humble honesty. The Lord is
faithful in the little things and for little ones.
In a big world full of shrewd business dealings, huge tasks, selfishness and
glory projects, our Lord Jesus tells us that if we look closely at the tiniest bit of
faithfulness, we catch a glimpse of an everlasting Kingdom of beauty and holiness.
He, after all, holds up a tiny bit of bread and says that it contains his presence for
your forgiveness, a foretaste of the Kingdom. Small can be powerful. And that’s
enough for little ones, those who desire in their hearts to receive a warm welcome

into God’s righteous Kingdom. The arms of Jesus are wide open. Thanks be to
God. Amen.
*HYMN OF THE DAY: “Son of God, Eternal Savior” (LBW 364)

*APOSTLES' CREED (8:00):
C

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of
the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and
was buried.
He descended into hell.
On the third day He rose again.
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of
the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

10:30 a.m. Baptism of Curtis Alexander Fox. Son of Joshua & Charlotte (Emrick)
Short and grand-son of Mark & Debbie Emrick and great-grand-son of Gene Emrick.
(See Baptism insert)
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH:
A
Let us pray: Almighty and everlasting God, inspire us to be trustworthy in all of
the little things that are important in your eyes. May the Holy Spirit guide us in
lives of faithfulness, decency and justice for the good of all. Cause a harvest of
righteousness to grow within us and among us. And unite us in humble faith that
simply seeks to follow Jesus. Lord in your mercy,
C
Hear our prayer.
A

C
A

As we pray for the Christian Church on earth, we ask for the Holy Spirit to keep
us Christ-centered. Your Word is clear: We cannot serve two masters. Cleanse our
hearts until our whole life becomes a joyful, obedient response to the Kingdom of
Christ. Lord, in your mercy,
Hear our prayer.
We pray for the needs of the world. Guide our civic leaders in their many duties,
so that peace and godliness may be at home in our nation. Give us thankful hearts
for the many blessings that are easily overlooked. Continue to bless the NALC
Disaster Response, and all who are in need of assistance. We pray for the people

C
A

C
A

C

of Ukraine, and for others, as well, who face war. We pray for police officers and
military personnel who serve in harm’s way. Inspire them to do so honorably, and
watch over them and their families as they do. And we ask for your blessing upon
our schools, so that they remain places of wholesome learning. Lord, in your
mercy,
Hear our prayer.
We ask for your blessing upon Curtis Fox and his family, thankful for the new
birth that comes through the Holy Spirit and Baptism, and for the ongoing gift of
Christ’s presence and forgiveness through Holy Communion. May all of us
treasure these most precious gifts throughout our earthly journey. Lord, in your
mercy,
Hear our prayer.
We pray to you on behalf of all who need healing: The family and friends of Elsie
Burkle, The family and friends of Lewis Jones, The family of Stephen Carbone,
Anonymous Prayer, Richmond Police Officer, Seara Burton, The Baird Family,
Tina Banks, Judi Betscher, Debbie Bowlin, Wally & Jane Bowman, The Coffman
Family, Betty Cook, Shannon Cromer, Amanda Dell, John Foxbrower, Barbara
Goebel, The Hammons Family, Vicki Keller, Amy Mitchell, Roger Pearce, Bruce
Perry, Nathan Pollitt, Mindy Ramsey, Brian Schamel, Dave Stevenson, Edie
Turpin, Charlene Via, Brothers, Jason & Todd White, as well as those whom we
name in our hearts (pause for additional names). Into your hands, O Lord, we
commend all for whom we pray,
Trusting in your mercy, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

OFFERING
MUSIC OFFERING:

“Immortal Invisible”

(Carol Matevia)

*OFFERTORY RESPONSE:

“Let the Vineyards”

*OFFERTORY PRAYER:
P
P

Let us pray.
Blessed are you, O Lord our God, maker of all things.

C

Through your goodness you have blessed us with these gifts. With
them we offer ourselves to your service and dedicate our lives to
the all that you have made, for the sake of him who gave himself for
us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

HOLY COMMUNION:
*THE GREAT THANKSGIVING:

*PREFACE:

*SANCTUS:

*THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION:
P
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
*LORD'S PRAYER:
C
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver
us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and
ever. Amen.

DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION AND BLESSING OF CHILDREN
COMMUNION HYMNS:

“Lamb of God”

“Be Thou My Vision” (WOV 776)

“Take My Life and Let It Be” (LBW 406)

*POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE:

*POST-COMMUNION PRAYER:
P
Pour out upon us the spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of those
whom you have fed with one heavenly food; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
C
Amen
*THE BLESSING:

*SENDING HYMN:

“For the Fruit of All Creation” (WOV 760)

*DISMISSAL:
A
C

Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
Adapted from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2022 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Liturgy reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual
License #22413. All hymns used by permission of CCLI License #44125 or are in the Public Domain. Sweet Hour of Prayer, Public Domain, Hymnary.org The English
Standard Version is published with the permission of Good News Publishers. (English Standard Version - The Holy Bible Online).

Grace Lutheran Church
111 Lutheran Dr., P.O. Box 86 - Eaton, OH 45320
Phone: 937-456-6258 Email:
gracelc@embarqmail.com
www.gracelutheranofeaton.com ~~ Like
us on Facebook
OFFICE HOURS:
Monday -Friday: 10—1, 2—5
TODAY
8:00 a.m.
9:30 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
3:00 p.m.

September 18, 2022—Pentecost 15
Worship w/Holy Communion
Youth Sunday School & Adult Education: Christian History
Worship w/Holy Communion & Baptism of Curtis Alexander Fox
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED to Prepare Sanctuary & Narthex for
Carpet Installation

Monday
8:00 a.m.
6:30 p.m.

September 19
Pastor’s Day Off
Sanctuary/Narthex Carpet Install Begins
Men’s Disciple Group (Schamel’s)

Tuesday
3:00 p.m.
6:00 p.m.

September 20—Homeless Shelter Meal: The Stacy Family
TOPS (Catechism Room)
Men’s Disciple Group (GLC)

Wednesday September 21
9:00 a.m.
Bible Study (FH)
6:00 p.m.
Confirmation Information Meeting
6:30 p.m.
Choir
Thursday September 22
7:30 p.m.
AA Meeting (Shelter/FH/Adult Discussion)
Friday
7:00 p.m.

September 23— BULLETIN PRODUCTION DAY
Family Movie Night: “The Blind Side”

Saturday
Time TBD

September 24
Replacing of all Sanctuary items.

WORSHIP ASSISTANTS
Altar Guild for September: Elaine Fudge/Janice Barnes
Offering Counters for September: Patty Barnes
Sunday, September 18– Pentecost 15
8:00 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
Greeter:
Darryl Leyes
Allen & Kelly Coffman
Usher:
Darry Leyes
Allen Coffman
Lector:
Tina Ebright
Mary Shetter
Communion: Carolyn Pollitt,
John Kiracofe, Tiffany Ingram
Wanda Winter
Sunday, September 25, – Pentecost 16
8:00 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
Greeter:
Gary Pemberton
Dean & Mary Shetter
Usher:
Gary Pemberton
John Kiracofe
Lector:
Nancy Childs
Debbie McKinney
Attendance & Stewardship — ($4,187 needed wkly)
9/11/22
9:30 a. 67
$3,051.50
Great Commission Outreach Partners:
World Mission Prayer League—Chris & Emily and family, Lutheran Military Veterans
and Families, Allison— Campus Outreach, Abundant Grace Lutheran, West Chester,
Ohio
Grace Lutheran Mission Endowment Fund: The purpose of this fund is to extend
the ministry of Grace Lutheran Church, apart from the general operation of the
congregation. To learn more about our Mission Endowment Fund, please contact the
church office and we’ll give your question to the appropriate person.

The carpet in the Sanctuary and Narthex is being installed:
September 19, 2022
Please be aware. We will keep you posted of any changes that need
to be made to Sanctuary/Worship schedules
*At 3:00 p.m. this afternoon (Sun. 9/18), we are in need of Volunteers to
help with the Preparation of the carpeting install. Help is needed to remove
the chancel rail and “anything else that’s not bolted to the floor” any and all
help will be greatly appreciated.
Then on Saturday, September 24, (Time TBD) after the installation is
complete, we will need Volunteers to help putting everything back in place!
No need to sign-up! Just come on the 18th @ 3:00 and on the 24th at a yetto-be-determined time.

IN OUR PRAYERS
Please keep us updated on prayer needs by calling the office or making a note on the
back of your “Attendance & Communion Registration” form. Thank you.
URGENT PRAYER LIST:
GRIEVING:
The family and friends of Elsie Burkle -- Elsie was called to the Church
Triumphant on Sunday, September 11, 2022. A memorial service is scheduled for
Sunday, September 25, 2022 following a luncheon (at noon) in Elsie’s name. The
congregation is invited.
The family and friends of Lewis Jones -- neighbor of Paula Murray -- Lewis was
called to the Church Triumphant on September 9, 2022
The family of Stephen Cardone — Brother of Jackie Steiner—Stephen was called to
the Church Triumphant on Tues., Sept. 13, 2022.
HEALING: (In Alphabetical Order)

Anonymous Prayer: (Daughter of dear friend of Amy Jackson in need of kidney transplant)
Richmond Police Officer, Seara Burton: (at a Hospice Facility)
The Baird Family: (Husband of Renee Kerr’s Boss)
Tina Banks: (Teresa Leyes)
Judi Betscher: (Leyes’)
Debbie Bowlin: (Sister of Brenda Renner)
Wally & Jane Bowman: (co-worker of Renee Kerr)
The Coffman Family
Betty Cook: (Cousin of Nancy Childs)
Shannon Cromer: (Daughter of Elaine Fudge)
Amanda Dell: (Daughter of Rob & Suzie Dell)
John Foxbrower: (Friend of Leyes’)
Barbara Goebel
The Hammons Family
Vicki Keller: (Mike & Judy Schamel)
Amy Mitchell: (Friend of Renee Kerr)
Roger Pearce
Bruce Perry
Nathan Pollitt: (Son of Carolyn’s)
Mindy Ramsey
Brian Schamel: (Brother of Mike Schamel)
Dave Stevenson
Edie Turpin: (Sister of Darryl Leyes)
Charlene Via: (Friend of Teresa Leyes)
Brothers, Jason & Todd White: (Brothers-Friends of Shetter’s)
LONG-TERM PRAYER LIST … Jan Spitler, Tom Schamel, Amanda & Shayla Dell, Susan Root, Fran
Kester, Teddi Watkins, Ruth & Larry Hardin, Dan Matevia, Jenifer Combs, Jean Bailey, Doug Davis,
Pastor Dean & Sandy Haferman, Dave Brumbaugh, Scot Emig, Barbara Worley, Carolyn MacFadyen,
Paula Hilleary, Travis Howard, Judy Jay, Bea Breeden, Will Suggs, Earl House, Barbara Lakes, Bruce
Perry, Becky Hoskins, Kayli Johnson, Joe McHenry, Tom Barnes, Phyllis Turner: and those serving in the
military: Capt. Love Hartman; Capt. John Ketteman; SPC Brandon Mann; Brad Newkirk; 1st Lt. Nicholas
Webb, Lt. Col. Kyle Hundley, Brandon Leonard.

Opportunities for Prayer and Bible Study:
Join us on Sunday mornings in between services for a time of coffee &
goodies, fellowship, and a study on the lessons of the day.
♦ Sunday Morning

Adult Bible Study between 8:00 & 10:30 a.m. worship.
We study the lessons of the day when there is no theme study.

• Regular

Sunday School classes will begin TODAY, September 18. Classes are
held between the 8 AM and 10:30 AM service (9:30-10:15 AM) in the education
wing. This year, we are planning a “one room schoolhouse” for kids aged pre-k
through 6th grade. We will open with classic Bible camp songs, followed by class. Our
curriculum is “Simply Loved” by Group Publishing. Parents or caregivers are always
welcome to sit in on classes or help with large group events.
• Confirmation classes (7-9th grade) are taught by Pastor Hanson and held during a time
that works for families and the pastor. Please contact the church office for more
information on this.
♦ The Phoebe Women’s Small Group

Bible Study. They meet at 7:00 p.m. on the
2nd Monday of each month. Contact Kelly Mt. Castle (937-336-1223 or email:
Kelly.mtcastle@gmail.com).

♦ On the Second and the Fourth

Tuesdays of the Month, Wine & the Word .
The group is studying Daniel: Be Resolute a study they began before the
pandemic but had to stop. They meet at 6:00 p.m. at the home of Carol & Bruce
Perry. If you would like to join this group, please contact them at 937-456-6683 or
cbperry122@embarqmail.com.

♦ The Wednesday

Morning Prayer & Bible Study meets at 9:00 a.m. in the
Fellowship Hall and is currently studying the Psalms. Contact: Tom Haynes (937733-7183).

These studies are open to any member and our friends. No prior Bible study
background is needed. Please bring your Bible.

Adult Education: Major events in Christian History up to the
Reformation. All are Invited.
Confirmation Classes for the 2022-2023 School
Year Begin

Students 7th grade and up are invited to participate. There will
be an information meeting at Grace Lutheran on
Wednesday, September 21 at 6:00 p.m.

Family Movie Night
Friday, September 23, 2022 – 7 to 9 pm
Come one Come All for the Premier Event
In the Fellowship Hall we will be featuring

“The Blind Side”
In the Kids Classroom we will be featuring

“Davey & Goliath”
Parents and Grandparents can relax and enjoy the Feature
While the kids enjoy Christian based Videos
Snacks will be provided but more are always welcomed

PRAISE THE LORD FOR HE IS GOOD!!!
Save the Date … New Member Inquiry Class
Sunday, October 2 and October 23 at 9:15 a.m.

If you are interested in learning more about Grace Lutheran
Church, the Lutheran church in general or in becoming a Lutheran
or a member of Grace, these are the classes for you!

MEMORIAL FOR ELSIE BURKLE
The Memorial Service for Elsie Burkle is scheduled
for Sunday, September 25, 2022. The congregation
is invited to a catered luncheon, at noon, in the
Fellowship Hall. After lunch, the Memorial Service
will begin at 1:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary.
Following the service, all are welcome to join the
family for dessert — if you would like to bring a
dessert we are asking for pies (especially), but all
desserts are welcome.
*Some of the details may be subject to change.

Over the past couple of months, the need/demand at The Common Good of
Preble County Food Pantry has been increasing dramatically and our ability to
get food has been decreasing. In August the Food Pantry served 167
Households with 491 people. They are asking their community partners to help
meet the increase in demand by collecting specific food that they give every
family. Grace has been asked to supply the following which can be brought to
the Fellowship Hall and placed in the shopping carts in the front corner of the
Fellowship Hall. Thank you.

The Common Good Food Pantry
113 S. Cherry St. Eaton
Food Items Needed:
Cereal
Peanut Butter
Mac N Cheese
Soup

What’s Your Favorite Hymn?
If someone asked you to name your favorite hymn, what
would be your response? Could you answer immediately, or
would you have to think a little bit about the question?
Some hymns may come quickly to mind and tongue, while
others remain tucked into corners of our memory banks,
waiting to be teased out from their hiding places.
The hymns of our faith have special meaning for us. We
associate them with important events in our lives –
sometimes the hymn texts seem to speak to our specific circumstances, or maybe the
melody touches our hearts. Sometimes, the combination of text and tune is a 'match
made in heaven'. Whatever the case, most, if not all of us, can name at least one hymn
that is special to us.
The Worship and Music Committee is asking for a short list of your favorite hymns.
Many of you may remember our first Hymns of Celebration service held in 2009 to
mark the 125th anniversary of the founding of Grace Lutheran Church. Pairing your
favorites with scripture readings, we celebrated our history. COVID -19 interrupted
what had become an annual event. Next year marks fifty years in our current building.
We would like to collect your favorite hymns again (there will be additions by newer
members!) and celebrate our current ministry to the Eaton community. The hymns
receiving the most mention will be used in the service, others will be used throughout
the year.
Please list your favorite hymn(s) and drop this page in the receptacle in the narthex or
the fellowship hall throughout September.
1. ____________________________________________
2. ____________________________________________
3. ____________________________________________
4. ____________________________________________
5. ____________________________________________
Thank you!

