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WELCOME TO WORSHIP!

P - Presiding Minister A - Assisting minister C - Congregation
* - PLEASE STAND

Please be sure to turn off all electronic devices.

PRELUDE
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS
TEMPLE TALK

*CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS:
P In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

no secrets are hid:

Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy
Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your
holy name, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

C
P Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom
C

P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.
Please kneel or sit as you are able.

P Most merciful God,

C we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves.
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we
have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you
with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive
us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and
walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

P Almighty God, in his mercy, has given his Son to die for us and, for his sake,
forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of
Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of
all your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy

Spirit.
C Amen.
*PEACE:

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C And also with you.

*GATHERING HYMN: “Guide Me Ever Great Redeemer” (LBW 343)
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*GREETING:

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.

C And also with you.

*KYRIE:
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In peace, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from a- bove, and for our sal-vation, let us pray to the Lord.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God,

andforthe u - ni - ty of all, let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mer - cy
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*HYMN OF PRAISE: “Glory to God” (LBW pg. 78-79)
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*PRAYER OF THE DAY:
P Let us pray:

P Holy God, you are the fountain of living water. Stir within us a renewed sense of
the gift of your mercy, given through your grace in the waters of baptism. Give
us this living water always;

C through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit. Amen.

FIRST LESSON: Exodus 17:1-7
A A reading from Exodus.

1All the congregation of the people of Israel moved on from the wilderness of Sin by
stages, according to the commandment of the LorD, and camped at Rephidim, but
there was no water for the people to drink. 2Therefore the people quarreled with Moses
and said, “Give us water to drink.” And Moses said to them, “Why do you quarrel with
me? Why do you test the LOrRD?” 3But the people thirsted there for water, and the
people grumbled against Moses and said, “Why did you bring us up out of Egypt, to kill
us and our children and our livestock with thirst?” 4So Moses cried to the LorD, “What
shall I do with this people? They are almost ready to stone me.” 5And the LorD said to
Moses, “Pass on before the people, taking with you some of the elders of Israel, and
take in your hand the staff with which you struck the Nile, and go. ¢Behold, I will stand
before you there on the rock at Horeb, and you shall strike the rock, and water shall
come out of it, and the people will drink.” And Moses did so, in the sight of the elders of
Israel. 7And he called the name of the place Massah and Meribah, because of the
quarreling of the people of Israel, and because they tested the LorD by saying, “Is the
LoRrRD among us or not?”

A The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

PSALM: 95:1-9

A 1Come, let us sing to the LoRD; let us shout for joy to the Rock of our salvation.

C 2Let us come before his presence with thanksgiving and raise a loud
shout to him with psalms.

A sFor the LORD is a great God, and a great King above all gods.

C 4In his hand are the caverns of the earth, and the heights of the hills

are his also.



A 5The sea is his, for he made it, and his hands have molded the dry land.
C 6Come, let us bow down, and bend the knee, and kneel before the
LoRrD our Maker.

A 7For he is our God, and we are the people of his pasture and the sheep of his
hand. Oh, that today you would hearken to his voice!
C SHarden not your hearts, as your forebears did in the wilderness, at

Meribah, and on that day at Massah, when they tempted me.
A 9They put me to the test, though they had seen my works.

SECOND LESSON: Romans 5:1-8
A A reading from Romans.

'Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our
Lord Jesus Christ. 2Through him we have also obtained access by faith into this grace
in which we stand, and we rejoice in hope of the glory of God. 3Not only that, but we
rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, 4and endurance
produces character, and character produces hope, 5and hope does not put us to shame,
because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has
been given to us. ¢For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the
ungodly. 7For one will scarcely die for a righteous person — though perhaps for a good
person one would dare even to die — 8but God shows his love for us in that while we
were still sinners, Christ died for us.

A The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

*VERSE:
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*HOLY GOSPEL: John 4:5-30, 39-42

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fourth chapter.
C Glory to you, O Lord.

550 {Jesus} came to a town of Samaria called Sychar, near the field that Jacob had
given to his son Joseph. 6Jacob’s well was there; so Jesus, wearied as he was from his
journey, was sitting beside the well. It was about the sixth hour. 7A woman from
Samaria came to draw water. Jesus said to her, “Give me a drink.” 8(For his disciples
had gone away into the city to buy food.) 9The Samaritan woman said to him, “How is
it that you, a Jew, ask for a drink from me, a woman of Samaria?” (For Jews have no
dealings with Samaritans.) 1°Jesus answered her, “If you knew the gift of God, and
who it is that is saying to you, ‘Give me a drink,” you would have asked him, and he
would have given you living water.” 1'The woman said to him, “Sir, you have nothing
to draw water with, and the well is deep. Where do you get that living water? 12Are
you greater than our father Jacob? He gave us the well and drank from it himself, as
did his sons and his livestock.” 13Jesus said to her, “Everyone who drinks of this water
will be thirsty again, 4but whoever drinks of the water that I will give him will never
be thirsty again. The water that I will give him will become in him a spring of water
welling up to eternal life.” 15The woman said to him, “Sir, give me this water, so that I
will not be thirsty or have to come here to draw water.” 16Jesus said to her, “Go, call
your husband, and come here.” 7The woman answered him, “I have no husband.”
Jesus said to her, “You are right in saying, ‘I have no husband’; 8for you have had five
husbands, and the one you now have is not your husband. What you have said is
true.” 19The woman said to him, “Sir, I perceive that you are a prophet. 200ur fathers
worshiped on this mountain, but you say that in Jerusalem is the place where people
ought to worship.” 21Jesus said to her, “Woman, believe me, the hour is coming when
neither on this mountain nor in Jerusalem will you worship the Father. 22You
worship what you do not know; we worship what we know, for salvation is from the
Jews. 23But the hour is coming, and is now here, when the true worshipers will
worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father is seeking such people to
worship him. 24God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit and
truth.” 25The woman said to him, “I know that Messiah is coming (he who is called
Christ). When he comes, he will tell us all things.” 2¢6Jesus said to her, “I who speak to
you am he.” 27Just then his disciples came back. They marveled that he was talking
with a woman, but no one said, “What do you seek?” or, “Why are you talking with



her?” 28So the woman left her water jar and went away into town and said to the
people, 29“Come, see a man who told me all that I ever did. Can this be the Christ?”
30They went out of the town and were coming to him.

39Many Samaritans from that town believed in him because of the woman’s testimony,
“He told me all that I ever did.” 4°6So when the Samaritans came to him, they asked him
to stay with them, and he stayed there two days. 4/And many more believed because of
his word. 42They said to the woman, “It is no longer because of what you said that we
believe, for we have heard for ourselves, and we know that this is indeed the Savior of
the world.”

P The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

SERMON: Pastor Dwight Hanson—Poured Into Our Hearts



http://www.biblestudytools.com/esv/

*HYMN OF THE DAY: “Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross” (ELW 335)
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1 Je - sus, keep me near the cross, there’s a pre -cious foun - tain;

2 Near the cross, a trem - bling soul, love and mer - cy found me;

3 Near the cross! O Lamb of God, bring its scenes be - fore me;
4 Near the cross I'll watch and wait, hop - ing, trust - ing ev - er,
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free to all, a  heal - ing stream flows from Cal - v'ry’s moun - tain.

there the bright and morn -ing star sheds its beams a - round me.

help me walk from day to day with its shad - ow o’er me.
till I reach the gold - en strand just be-yond the r1iv - er
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Text: Fanny J. Crosby, 1820-1915
Music: NEAR THE CROSS, William H. Doane, 1832-1915



*APOSTLES' CREED:

C

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH:

A
A

Let us pray:

Let us pray: Almighty and everlasting God, we thank you that Jesus came down
to walk among us with redeeming love. Draw our full attention to the cross of
Christ, and the necessity of it. Like the Samaritan woman, open our minds to
truth, even when it isn’t flattering. And open our hearts to the gracious love of
Jesus. When we grow weary from the tough terrain of this world, pour out the
Holy Spirit like living water, so that we may receive grace, forgiveness, and
renewal, again and again. Lord, in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.

We pray for the whole Christian Church on earth to be mission-driven. Inspire
us to share the story of all that the Lord has done for us. Bless this congregation
in all faithfulness. Bless and keep Bishop Selbo and staff, our Mission District,
NALC Disaster Response, and our outreach partners: Lutheran Military
Veterans and Families Ministries; Abundant Grace of West Chester; Chris,
Emily and family and the World Mission Prayer League; and all other helpful
partners. Lord, in your mercy,

Hear our prayer.
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A We pray, O Lord, for the needs of the world. Guide our civic leaders with
wisdom and faith for the good of all. Protect them and their families as they
serve. We also ask your protection over all who serve with honor in harm’s way,
and their families. Bring justice, peace, and a path forward for nations at war,
particularly in the Middle East and Ukraine. Grant healing, comfort, and
strength, as only you can do. Lord, in your mercy,

C Hear our prayer.

A We pray for all who stand in need in any way: In grief we lift up the families of
service members who have died in recent combat. Walk with these families
through the valley of shadow. And we pray for all who need healing: Paula
Burton, Jim Carlisle, Rob & Suzie Dell, Randy Foust, Barb Goebel, Amy & Bryan Jackson,
Bernard Lehman, Richard Lehman, Barb Orr, Brenda Renner, Shirly Roby, Gordon Self,
Justin Shetter, Jackie Steiner, George & Barb Suggs, Wayne Williams, as well as those
whom we name in our hearts (silent prayer). Into your hands, O Lord, we
commend all for whom we pray,

C Trusting in your mercy, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
OFFERING

ANTHEM: “Come to the Water” (Choir)
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OFFERTORY: “Create in Me a Clean Heart”
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*OFFERTORY PRAYER:

P Let us pray. Blessed are you, O Lord our God, maker of all things.

C Through your goodness you have blessed us with these gifts. With
them we offer ourselves to your service and dedicate our lives to the
care and redemption of all that you have made, for the sake of him
who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

*LORD'S PRAYER:

C Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.
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*BLESSING:

P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.

C Amen.

*SENDING HYMN: “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing” (LBW 499)

*DISMISSAL:
A Go in peace. Serve the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

Adapted from Sundays and Seasons.com. Copyright 2026 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Liturgy reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies
Annual License #22413. All hymns used by permission of CCLI License #44125 or are in the Public Domain. The English Standard Version is published with the permission
of Good News Publishers. (English Standard Version - The Holy Bible Online)

Schedule of MidWeek Worship for Lent:
Lent 2026: Thirsty for God

Feb. 25—Mar. 25

Wed., Mar. 11 ~ The Wise Consider, Remember, & Proclaim
Wed., Mar. 18 ~ Like a Thirsty Deer
Wed. Mar 25 ~ The Spring of the Water of Life
Maundy Thurs., Apr. 2 ~ This Cup
Good Fri., Apr. 3 ~ The Cup that He Drank

6:00 PM Simple Soup Supper
7:00 PM Vespers

The Ohio Mission Region
“Not Ashamed”—of the Gospel! (Romans 1:16-17), May 1 & 2 — Grove City, OH
All are invited!
Registration materials in the narthex — due in church office by Easter

13
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GRACE AT A GLANCE

Grace Lutheran Church
111 Lutheran Dr., P.O. Box 86 - Eaton, OH 45320
Phone: 937-456-6258 Email: GraceEaton111@gmail.com
www.gracelutheranofeaton.com ~~ Like us on Facebook

OFFICE HOURS:
Monday -Friday: 10—1, 2—5

TODAY March 8, 2026—Lent 3—Daylight Saving Time Begins
9:30a.m.  Worship
10:30 a.m. Fellowship & Adult & Youth Education
Monday March 9
Pastor’s Day Off
7:00 p.m.  Phoebe Women’s Bible Study
Tuesday March 10
5:30 p.m.  Mom’s Bible Study
6:00 p.m.  Wine & the Word (Perry’s)
7:00 p.m.  Lakeside Fellowship (Schultz’s)
Wednesday March 11
9:00 am.  Bible Study
5:30 p.m. Choir
5:30 p.m.  Confirmation Class
6:00 p.m.  Soup Supper } This week’s Offering is being donated to
7:00 p.m.  Midweek Lenten Worship } Birthright of Eaton
Thursday March 12
7:00 p.m.  Council & Executive Committee Meeting
7:30 p.m. AA Meeting (FH)
Friday March 13
12:30 p.m.  Bulletin Production for 3/15
6:00 p.m.  Irish Family Dinner & Game Night
Saturday March 14
10:00 a.m. Assembling Easter Cards

UPCOMING WEEK SPECIAL EVENTS

Sun. 3/15—Worship, "Bring Your Favorite Casserole to Share”, Youth Sunday School, Sun.

S’mores

Mon. 3/16—Pastor Off

Tues. 3/17—St. Patrick’s Day, Homeless Shelter Meal —Mt. Castle’s
Wed. 3/18—Bible Study, Confirmation, Choir, Midweek Lenten Worship
Thurs. 3/19—Graceful Fiber Guild, AA Meeting

Fri. 3/20—Bulletin Production (3/22)

Sat. 3/21—Spring Cleaning Inside & Outside of Grace (10:00 a.m.)



ANNOUNCEMENTS

SIGN-UP TO SPONSOR A HOMELESS SHELTER MEAL FOR 2026

There is a sign-up sheet in the Narthex or you can contact Kelly Mt. Castle to sign up
(937-336-1223). The board of elders thanks you for helping with this very important
ministry. There’s just 1 slot left!!!

CALLING ALL INSTRUMENTALISTS TO JOIN IN EASTER WORSHIP

On Easter Sunday, instruments will play with the organ and
the congregation during the first and last hymns. Would you
like to join us? We will rehearse on Saturday, April 4th at
10:30.Please talk to Janet Burkett so that you can pick up
your music and have your questions answered. Everyone who plays is welcome.

This month the Family Dinner & Game Night is Fri., Mar. 13, 2026

this month’s dinner is a St. Patrick’s Day theme and we’ll be serving

Irish Stew with all the Fixin’s. Dinner begins @ 6 p.m. & Game Night

@ 7 p.m. We’d love it if you could bring a dessert to share! (Something

green of course!!!) Sign up on the sheet in the Narthex. Bring a friend or two!
Caed Mile Failte!! (a Hundred thousand welcomes!)

The Greeting Card Ministry invites One and All to help assemble Easter Cards We will meet on
Saturday, March 14 at 10:00 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall.
; This time, we are doing something a little different ... We are assembling beautiful

fhﬁlyvgé\ |, Easter cards using a colored bulletin cover and enclosmg a signature page, preparing
97 envelopes and applying postage. These cards will be sent to friends, families, shut-ins,
U first responders and military personnel associated with Grace in time for Easter. We

L= == look forward to seeing you and your friends on March 15th as we work together to

share God’s love with our community of faith?

POCoX

Sunday, March 15th is: “Bring your Favorite Casserole— Lunch
Fest”!

Following the Service, salad & dressings, bread & dessert will be ,
provided. Bring in your favorite Casserole so we can all share. (Bring your recipe
too!) There is a Sign-up sheet in the Narthex.

SPRING CLEANING @ GRACE
10:00 a. March 21, 2026
Meet at 10 in the Fellowship Hall for coffee and goodies. then off to clean the
church — Bring cleaning supplies and any equipment that we might not have at
the church.

We have started taking Easter Flower Orders. The deadline to
receive these orders is March 22nd. You'll find order forms in
the bulletins /narthex, and if you need to order but don’t have ;
an order form, you can call the office (937-456-6258) or email it (’

to (graceeatonl11@gmail.com). ‘
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WORSHIP ASSISTANTS

Altar Guild for March: Patty & Tom Barnes
Offering Counter for March: 3/4 & 3/8—Wanda Winter; 3/11 & 3/15—Carol Perry;
3/18 & 22—Jane Coggin; 3/25 & 3/29—Patty Barnes

Sunday, March 8—Lent 3

9:30 a.m.
Greeter: Bryan & Amy Jackson
Usher: Bryan Jackson
Lector: Barb Myers
Wednesday, March 11—Midweek Lent 3

7:00 p.m.
Greeter/Usher: John & Janice Barnes
Lector: John Barnes

Sunday, March 15—Lent 4

9:30 a.m.
Greeter: Linda Lambert
Usher: Gary Pemberton
Lector: Debbie McKinney
Communion: Janice Barnes, Wanda Winter
Wednesday, March 18 —Midweek Lent 4
7:00 p.m.

Greeter/Usher: Scott & Nancy Parkinson
Lector: Scott Parkinson

Sunday, March 22—Lent 5

9:30 a.m.
Greeter: Jeff & Lisa Kiracofe
Usher: Jeff Kiracofe
Lector: Tiffany Ingram

Attendance & Stewardship — ($4,187 needed wkly)
03.01.26 0:30 a.m. 88 $4,343.00
03.04.26 7:00 p.m. ?? $ 351.00 (SMI/Haiti Rice & Beans

Great Commission Outreach Partners:
World Mission Prayer League—Chris & Emily and family, Lutheran Military
Veterans and Families, Abundant Grace, West Chester

Grace Lutheran Mission Endowment Fund: The purpose of this fund is to
extend the ministry of Grace Lutheran Church, apart from the general operation of the
congregation. To learn more about our Mission Endowment Fund, please contact the
church office and we’ll give your question to the appropriate person.
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IN OUR PRAYERS

After 4 weeks we will remove names from this list. If you would like to
keep someone on the list, please note their name on the back of the
“Attendance & Communion Registration” form.

URGENT PRAYER LIST:

HEALING: (In Alphabetical Order)

Jim Carlisle: (Healing from hip surgery)

Rob & Suzie Dell: (Having health issues)

Randy Foust. (Janice Pearce’s son-in-law—recovering from successful back surgery)
Barb Goebel: (She is at Maple Gardens for rehab)

Amy & Bryan Jackson: (for comfort and healing)

Bernard Lehman: (Brother of Janice Pearce (no rel. to Dick) Healing of
Pneumonia

Richard Lehiman: (He is healing at home)

Barb Orr: (Friend of Debbie McKinney —Dealing with multiple cancers)

Shirly Roby: (Grandma of friend of Kelly Coffman—Recovering from surgery on a
brain bleed)

Gordon Self: (Kelly Coffman’s father—recovering from surgery)

Justin Shetter: (Dean & Mary’s son—He is a reservist called back into duty)

Jackie Steiner: (Seeing a new Huntington’s Disease doctor)

George & Barb Suggs: (Dealing with health issues)

Wayne Williams

LONG-TERM PRAYER LIST ....Sally Mowell, Connie Martin, Maggie Risko, Rhonda
Paige Atkinson, Amy Jackson, Andy Proeschel, Judy Newkirk, Mike & Judy Schamel, Suzan
Pauley, Barb Goebel, Carmen Hasdorff, Tom Schamel, Amanda & Shayla Dell, Susan Root,
Fran Kester, Teddi & Mike Watkins, Ruth Hardin, Jenifer Combs, Doug Davis, Pastor Dean
& Sandy Haferman, Dave Brumbaugh, Scot Emig, Barbara Worley, Carolyn MacFadyen,
Judy Jay, Will Suggs, Earl House, Barbara Lakes, Becky Hoskins, Kayli Johnson, Joe
McHenry, Tom Barnes: and those serving in the military: Maj. Love Hartman; Capt. John
Ketteman; SPC Brandon Mann; Brad Newkirk; Lt. Col. Kyle Hundley, Alex Pollitt, Airman,
U.S. Air. Force.
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OPPORTUNITIES FOR PRAYER AND BIBLE STUDY:

Fellowship & Education

Following Worship—Refreshments for all are served in the Fellowship Hall
immediately following worship on Sundays.

>

Youth Sunday School classes meet @ 10:30 a.m. — in the Sunday School music
room (Education wing) and start with songs and prayer, then go to the adjacent classroom
for our lesson. Bring a friend! Parents are always welcome.

Adult Education— Following 9:30 a.m. worship, the adults meet to discuss the lessons of
the day. Coffee and snacks provided.

Every other Sunday— Sunday S’mores @ 6:00 p.m. —a Middle School- & High

School-aged Youth Sunday Evening Ministry. Friends are welcome. Tina Ebright is the
moderator and she can be reached at 937-472-5663.

Adult Bible Studies (during the week)

The 2nd Monday of each Month — 7:00 p.m.—The Phoebe Women’s Bible

Study. They are studying— “Living with Defiant JOY” a six-session study. Contact

Kelly Mt. Castle (937-336-1223 or email: kelly.mtcastle@gmail.com).

The 2nd & 4th Tuesdays of the Month:

*  6:00 p.m. — Wine & The Word — this group shares a light meal (at the home of
Carol Perry). They are studying Acts—Part 1. If you would like to join them, please
contact Carol at 937-456-6683 or cbperry122@embarqgmail.com

+ 7:00 p.m. — Lakeside Fellowship is held at the Lakengren home of Dan &
Karen Schultz. If you would like to join this group, please contact Karen/Dan at 419-
890-7965 or dkschultzs52@yahoo.com.

The 2nd Tues. of each month — 5:30 p.m. — FORMOMS...They are studying

a 6-session Bible Study for MOMS — Mom Set Free by: Jeannie Cunnion.

The Wednesday Morning Prayer & Bible Study — 9:00 a.m. — meets in the

Meeting Room off of the Fellowship Hall. They are studying the minor prophets.

The 3rd Thursday of each month — 2:00-4:00 p.m. — “Graceful Fiber Guild” —
meets in the Fellowship Hall or the adjacent meeting room. Bring a craft you've
been working on or just come to learn a new craft. Everyone is welcome to join us! Our next
meeting is Ths., Mar. 19th.

These studies are open to any member and our friends. No prior Bible study
background is needed. Please bring your Bible.
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Listening for the Promise
WEEKLY DEVOTIONAL

Third Sunday in Lent — March 8, 2026

“28So0 the woman left her water jar and went away into town and said to the people, 29“Come, see a
man who told me all that I ever did. Can this be the Christ?” 30They went out of the town and were
coming to him. 3dMany Samaritans from that town believed in him because of the woman’s testimony”

-John 4:28-30, 39a -

God has blessed my husband and me with three kids. Each of my deliveries had to
be via Caesarean section, so when the time came to deliver my third child, I knew fairly
well what to expect. I knew I would have to stop eating and drinking. The thing is, I
had been in the hospital for ten days on bed rest because our daughter tried to make
her debut earlier than was considered safe. Once I made the mark of 36 weeks,
Antonia could arrive with fewer risks than if she tried to come at 34 weeks. I was 36
weeks, and I had leftovers from Olive Garden in the hospital fridge. I could tell I was
beginning to go into active labor, but by golly, I wanted my leftovers because I was very
pregnant and hungry, and I knew I wouldn’t be eating for a while once I was prepped
for surgery.

So, I scarfed down my food quickly and then let my nurse know of my current
condition. Sure enough, she asked when I last had anything to eat or drink, and then
she instructed me not to eat or drink anything else. I felt satisfied that I beat the
system this time around... well, almost. I was so excited about eating my food, I forgot
to gulp down my cold Diet Coke. And suddenly, it dawned on me. I was thirsty! It
would be about four hours before I could even have ice chips. What I would have given
for a drink of lukewarm water at this point!

The woman at the well didn’t realize how thirsty she was—thirsty for Jesus’
salvation and forgiveness. The other Samaritans from that village didn’t realize their
spiritual thirst either. That is, until they came and listened to Jesus. Jesus stayed with
them for two days, teaching them about his Father. Samaritans, including the woman,
believed Jesus to be the Messiah once they recognized their spiritual thirst. And as
they came to believe in Christ, their thirst was quenched.

Sometimes we forget just how much Jesus Christ, the Living Water, quenches our
spiritual thirst. Maybe we read a devotion, hear a sermon, or sing a particular hymn,
and then through those means, we recognize we're thirsty once again. We hear the
words of promise, forgiveness, salvation, and our thirst is quenched through Jesus
Christ. Come and see! Thirst no more!

Sola Worship Resource — Weekly Devotional © 2025 Sola Publishing (www.solapublishing.org), written by Rev. Theresa A. Jacobson. Scripture taken from ESV
Bible® (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright ©2001 . Scripture taken from ESV Bible® (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright
©2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News
Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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It’s Easter Flower Time Again!

Deadline to order is:
Sunday, March 22, 2026

Flowers available are Lilies and/or
Tulips. The price for each is = S13.00

Please make your choice and the
number of flowers you would like,
figure your total, then add a Dedication and Your
Name. Place this completed form (along with your
flower donation in the offering plate.
Checks may be made out to: GRACE LUTHERAN
CHURCH and in the memo section, mark it for “Easter
Flowers”. Thank you.

I would like to order # Lily/Lilies (in 6” pot
w/5-8 blooms

I would like to order # Tulips

Total Lily Donation: # X $13.00 = $

Total Tulip Donation: # X $13.00 = S

Dedication/For:

My/Our Name:

Please place completed form in the
offering plate with payment marked “For
Easter Flowers”.

Last day to order —- 3/22/2026
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